St Andrew’s Cippenham EPIPHANY 2001
Faith and Offering: worship for all

Hymn: This is the day! (731)

Opening prayer

God, creator of this whole world, 

we have seen your star in the east

and come to worship you.

The light of the Christ child 

pierces the darkness of our human world, 

bringing times of peace and love. 

Illuminate our lives 

by the brightness of your Spirit, 

making clear our path to you.

All
Amen.
Confession

Wise Men from the East worshipped Jesus and brought their gifts.  We too have seen your glory, but turned away.  We too have gifts but have not offered them to you nor used them for you.  We too have said you are a King, but have not served you as we should.  And so we confess our sins:

All
Lord Jesus, forgive us and help us.

Leader
When our trust is less than certain,

All
Lord Jesus, forgive us and help us.

Leader
When our love is less than bright,

All
Lord Jesus, forgive us and help us.

Leader
When our prayer is less than frequent

All
Lord Jesus, forgive us and help us.

Absolution

May we, like the Wise Men, who were once far away from Jesus, be brought near to him, who gives us forgiveness and peace.  May God forgive us and help us to overcome our faults.

All
Amen.

Reading

Hebrews 11: 1 – 3, 7, 39 – 40

(Teaching about faith - Noah as an example)

Hymn: As with gladness (55)

Gospel: Matthew 2: 1 – 12

(The Wise Men follow the star)

Presentation
Our Statement of Trust

Leader
We continue our journey of faith 

using our hearts and minds, and 

affirm our trust in the God who leads us on.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father who made the world?

All
I believe and trust in God.
Leader
Do you believe and trust in God’s Son Jesus Christ, who has redeemed us?

All
I believe and trust in Jesus Christ.

Leader
Do you believe and trust in God’s Holy Spirit who gives life to the people of God?

All
I believe and trust in the Holy Spirit.
Intercessions

The response is:

Help us to show the light of Jesus

The Peace

Leader
God gives us a peace which passes all 

understanding, and which we reach through trusting in God.  Let us share that peace with each other.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

All
and also with you.

Hymn: We three Kings (788) 

(during which the three Kings are placed in the crib and we offer our gifts to God)

Blessing

Hymn: The Virgin Mary had a baby boy (717)

Dismissal

(Everyone turns to face the church door)

Leader
To a troubled world

All
peace from Christ.

Leader
To a searching world

All
peace from Christ.

Leader
To a waiting world

All
peace from Christ.

Adapted from an idea in Together With Children Jan 2001
