The Gathering

At the entry of the ministers a hymn is sung.


In the name of the Father,


and of the Son,


and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

THE GREETING

The president greets the people


The Lord of glory be with you

All 
and also with you.


The president introduces the theme of the service. 

PRAYERS OF PENITENCE

A minister invites the people to confess their sins.

Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ

‘I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness

but shall have the light of life.’

Let us therefore bring our sins into his light 

and confess them in penitence and faith. 


Silence is kept.


:

All 
Father eternal, giver of light and grace,

we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,

in what we have thought,

in what we have said and done,

through ignorance, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We have wounded your love,

and marred your image in us.

We are sorry and ashamed,

and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past;

and lead us out from darkness

to walk as children of light.  Amen.


The president says


Almighty God,
who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

All 
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.


Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.


Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.


For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

THE COLLECT

Let us pray that we may know and share the light of Christ.
Silence is kept.

The president says the Collect (the special prayer for the day)

The Liturgy of the Word

READINGS


At the end the reader says


This is the word of the Lord.

All 
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL READING

This acclamation  heralds the Gospel reading:

Alleluia, alleluia.

This child is the light to enlighten the nations

and the glory of your people Israel. 
All
Alleluia.


When the Gospel is announced the reader says

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

All 
Glory to you, O Lord.


At the end
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All 
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

THE CREED
         Let us declare our faith in God.

All 
We believe in God the Father,

from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.


We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love.


We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us 


with power from on high. 


We believe in one God;


Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

These responses may be used
Lord, in your mercy

All 
hear our prayer.

And at the end
Merciful Father,

All 
accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

THE PEACE

In the tender mercy of our God 

the dayspring from on high has broken upon us,

to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace 
.

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All 
and also with you.


A minister may add these words


Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE

A hymn is sung, and the gifts of the people gathered and presented.  The table is prepared; bread and wine are placed upon it.

The president takes the bread and wine, saying:

As the grain once scattered in the fields

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,

so, Lord, may your whole Church soon be gathered together

from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.

All 
Amen.


THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

The Lord is here.

All
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

All
We lift them to the Lord.


Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.

 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;

in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

All 
You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

All
He opened his arms of love upon the cross

and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.

All 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

All 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,

send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine

may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

All 
As we eat and drink these holy gifts

make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world

we offer you this sacrifice of praise

and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

All 
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.



Silence is kept.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,


the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.  Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break the bread of life,

And that life is the light of the world.

All
God here among us,


Light in the midst of us,


 bring us to light and life.

All
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.


Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
        


Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

              GIVING OF COMMUNION

The gifts of God for the people of God.

All
Jesus Christ is holy, 

Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father.

           The president and people receive communion.

The Candlemas Procession

A hymn is sung while the candles are lit.

The president prays:

Lord God, the springing source of everlasting light, 

pour into the hearts of your faithful people

the brilliance of your eternal splendour, 

that we, who by these kindling flames 

light up this temple to your glory, 

may have the darkness of our souls dispelled, 

and so be counted worthy to stand before you 

in that eternal temple where you live and reign, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All
Amen.

The ministers and people process to the font, singing the Song of Simeon:


Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 

according to thy word.


For mine eyes have seen thy salvation: 

which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles; 

and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be….


FINAL RESPONSORY


Father, here we bring to an end our celebration 

of the Saviour’s birth.

All
Help us, in whom he has been born, 

to live his life that has no end.

Here we have offered the Church’s sacrifice of praise.

All 
Help us, who have received the bread of life,

to be thankful for your gift.
Here we have rejoiced with faithful Simeon and Anna.

All 
Help us, who have found the Lord in his temple

to trust in your eternal promises.
Here we have greeted the Light of the World.

All 
Help us, who now extinguish these candles, 

never to forsake the light of Christ.

All now extinguish their candles.

Here we now stand near the place of baptism.

All 
Help us, who are marked with the cross, 

to share the Lord’s death and resurrection.

Here we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion.

All 
Help us, for whom Lent is near,

 to enter deeply into the Easter mystery.
Here we bless one another in your name.

All 
Help us, who now go in peace, 

to shine with your light in the world.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.

The ministers and people depart.
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