Evening Prayer

A Liturgy of the 
Iona Community

*******
Opening responses   (seated)

Leader 1:
I will light a light 

in the name of the Maker, 

who lit the world 

and breathed the breath of life for me.

A candle is lit and placed centrally, whilst a response is sung.

Leader 2:
I will light a light 

in the name of the Son, 

who saved the world 

and stretched out his hand to me.

A second candle is lit and placed centrally whilst a response is sung.

Leader 3:
I will light a light 

in the name of the Spirit, 



who encompasses the world 

and blessed my soul with yearning.

A third candle is lit and placed centrally whilst a response is sung.

All:

We will light three lights 

for the Trinity of Love: 

God above us, 

God beside us, 

God beneath us; 

the beginning, 

the end, 

the everlasting one.


Song or hymn (seated or standing)

Prayer (all sitting)
Leader:

The knees of our hearts we bow

All:

In the sight of God who created us, 

in the sight of the Son who died for us, 

in the sight of the Spirit who helps us, 

in friendship and affection.

Leader:

Through your own son, O Maker of all, 

grant us the fullness our lives long for:

All:

Love for God, 

love from God, 

the smile of God,

the grace of God, 

the wisdom of God, 

the fear of God,

the imagination of God, 

and God’s purpose in all things.

Leader:

So may we live in this world 

as saints and angels do in heaven.

All:

Each shadow and light, 

each day and night, 

each moment in kindness, 

give us your Spirit.  Amen.

Word of God

Leader:

O God of the weak, 

O God of the lowly, 

O God of the righteous, 

O shield of your people,

All:

speak now through your Word.

A portion of scripture is read, followed by a brief silence.

Evening prayers

Prayers may be said for others ad lib.  

Each prayer may end with the following call and response:

Prayer:

Lord, hear my prayer

All:

at the throne of the King of heaven.

The prayer may end with the following:

Leader:

O God of all gods, 

grant us your light this night, 

your grace as we sleep, 

your joy in the morning 

and let us be made pure in the well of your health.

All:

Lift from us any anguish, 

take from us empty pride, 

and lighten our souls with the light of your love.

Leader:

Jesus Christ, Son of Mary, 

Holy Spirit, Light of Life, 

shield and sustain us and all our dear ones, 

this night and every night.

All:

Amen.
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