ST BARNABAS’ CHURCH, LINSLADE

A celebration of God’s unconditional love and forgiveness 

Gathering Song:
Father, we adore you, 




lay our lives before you.  




How we love you. 




Jesus, we adore you…  




Spirit, we adore you…

Opening prayer

God of love, God of courage, God who calls,




Meet us face to face this Holy Week.




Give us the love and courage 

to grow into your image 

and inspire us so to live 

that others may see in us 

the reflection of your glory.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son.  Amen.

1st reading:

John 13. 21 – 32 - followed by a reflection
2nd reading:

Accept our Deep Longing to Live 

Confession
We acknowledge before God our failure to live for others rather than for ourselves; our failure to see the image and likeness of Christ in our neighbour and in ourselves; our belonging to a Church that sometimes oppresses people in Christ’s name.



You made us to be one family, 

yet we have divided humanity.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

You were born a Jew to reconcile all people, 

yet we have brought disharmony amongst races.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

You rejoice in our differences, 

yet we make them a cause of enmity.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.


When we are ready, we place our stones on the cross as we sing


Jesus, remember me, 




when you come into your kingdom.


Then we turn to our neighbour, and, making the sign of the cross on one another’s forehead, we say:



God forgives you, 

forgive others, 

forgive yourself.

A reflection from the Iona Community


We will remember the soothing

All

and not forget the jarring.



We will remember the sweetness,

All

and not forget the sour.

We will remember the jagged desperateness of Judas

All

and own it; it is our story too.

We will remember

Women
the passion of love,

Men

the smell of perfume,

Women
the pain of rejection,

Men

the stench of blood money.



And to help us on the journey, 

to help us hold the tensions, 

to help us face both the delight and the difficulty,

All

we will say yes 

to God’s generosity in creation, 

we will say yes 

to God’s judgement poured out on humankind, 

we will say yes to God’s justice in Jesus.

Intercessions

You are invited to place a lighted tea light round the cross, silently, or with a short prayer.

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer, 

when I call answer me.  

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer, 

come and listen to me.

Then, we pray that we may, each of us, face our calling – to live in Christ’s image, to face our responsibility, to accept the demands that Jesus makes.  As we listen to this prayer, we reflect on this.

Giver of Life, abide in us, 

transform us from our former selves

into a new life of faithfulness to God’s will.  

Along with all others with whom we live, 

with all nations and peoples, 

we would enter a new time, a time of transformation, 

when hatred is replaced by love, 

violence by dialogue, 

condemnation by forgiveness, 

self-centredness by sharing.

Power of unity, 

help us to move from the Babel of division 

to the Pentecost of unity 

in the diversity of our gifts, traditions and cultures.  

Make us messengers of good news, apostles of peace.




From the Middle East Council if Churches

Christ, whose bitter agony 

was watched from afar by women, 

enable us to follow the example 

of their persistent love; 

that, being steadfast in the face of horror, 

we may also know the place of resurrection, 

in your name.  Amen.






Janet Morley

Whilst the following hymn is sung, you are invited, if you wish, to express your commitment by placing another lighted tea light round the cross.

When I survey the wondrous Cross


on which the Prince of Glory died

my richest gain I count but loss 




and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord that I should boast


save in the Cross of Christ my God;

all the vain things that charm me most 


I sacrifice them to his blood

See from his head, his hands, his feet,


sorrow and love flow mingling down;

did e’er such love and sorrow meet,


or thorns compose so rich a crown 

Were the whole realm of nature mine


that were an offering for too small;

love so amazing, so divine,


demands my soul, my life, my all.








Isaac Watts

Tender God, touch us.


Be touched by us; 

make us lovers of humanity, 

compassionate friends of all creation.  

Gracious God, hear us into speech; 

speak us into acting; 

and through us, recreate the world.  Amen.






Carter Heyward

Let us go on our way with joy

Leader
God sends us into the world,

to accept the cost 

and to discover the joy of discipleship.

Therefore go – carrying with you 

the peace of Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, 

in trial and rejoicing.

Amen.

Ruth C Duck, USA

Please feel free to stay to pray, and leave quietly when you wish.
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